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San Francisco’s 161st Saint Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 

is March 17th 
  

Irish San Francisco Past, Present & Future  
 

 San Francisco, CA – The West Coast’s largest Irish event celebrating Irish 

history and culture, the 161st Annual San Francisco St. Patrick’s Day Parade & 

Festival, will take place on Saturday, March 17th from 10:00am – 5:00pm in 

Civic Center Plaza.  The Parade is set to begin at 11:30am at the corner of Market 

and Second Streets where over a hundred colorful floats, Irish dance troupes 

and marching bands will wind there way to Civic Center Plaza.  

 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival will showcase the San Francisco’s 

Irish community, culture and character in all its forms. In recent years the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival has grown to attract an estimated 100,000 people. 

Featured groups from throughout the Bay Area’s Irish community include 

schools, youth organizations, labor unions, cultural groups, as well as the San 

Francisco Police and Fire Departments. In addition, many local political and 

business leaders will proudly join in the parade and march up Market Street. 

This year the Festival will be alcohol free. 
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    Over 4 million Californians are of Irish heritage and the Bay Area is home to 

about 1 million. This year’s theme will highlight the “Past, Present & Future” of 

Irish influence in San Francisco. 

 

 Participants of all ethnicities and backgrounds are encouraged to attend. 

This unique celebration is reflected in the diversity of the audience and in the 

vast number of Parade floats and participants. To expand upon the Irish 

festivities in March there will be additional events and activities presented by 

The 9th Annual Crossroads Irish-American Festival in San Francisco. For more 

information on those events please visit www.irishamericancrossroads.org 

 

 Again this year, the Festival will be held at Civic Center Plaza, in front of 

City Hall. The Festival is full of flair, and offers all in attendance the opportunity 

to truly experience the Irish culture. This year’s Festival features Irish cultural 

and exhibitor booths, a healthy selection of Irish food and beverages, Irish 

dancing, live contemporary to traditional music, and a multitude of activities for 

children such as pony rides, inflatable and mechanical rides and much more.  

 

 Sponsors of the 161st Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival include 

Alice 97.3 Radio, The Irish Herald and Zip Car.  Live entertainment on the main 

stage includes: Those Manning Bhoys (noon to 2 pm); Irish dancing from 

Bernadette Flynn & Murphy Irish Dancers and Whelan-Kennelly Academy of 

Irish Dance (2:15 pm to 3 pm); and rockin’ Celtic band BlackEyed Dempseys (3 

pm to 5 pm). Arts and crafts vendors at the Festival include Cloud Nine Group, 

Kiss My Licorice, City Bazaar, Fairy Dust Faces, Pelindaba Lavender San 

Francisco, Inc., Apothecary, Irish Castle Shop, Jerky Hut, Oliver’s Almonds, 

Redel’s Roasted Almonds and My Enchanted.  This year’s food vendors include, 

Sonoma Teriyaki, Aroma Concessions, Mainstreet Food Concessions, Gourmet 

Faire, California BBQ, Thai Kebob BBQ, Tante’s and Peter’s Kettle Corn. 

http://www.irishamericancrossroads.org/


 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival presented by the United Irish 

Societies of San Francisco. The Festival is produced by Steven Restivo Event 

Services, LLC. For further information or to participate in the parade and/or 

festival please contact SRES at 800-310-6563 or visit www.SRESproductions.com. 

 
About the United Irish Societies of San Francisco (UISF) 
The United Irish Societies of San Francisco, Inc., consists of various member Irish 
Societies, which are represented in this organization by delegates. 
The purpose of the United Irish Societies of San Francisco is to preserve and 
perpetuate the democratic principles of the Irish people, and of those for the 
freedom of Ireland and of the United States of America; to enlist the goodwill 
and cooperation of our fellow citizens in support of such democratic principles; 
and to coordinate the functions of member societies through the maintenance of 
a master calendar of events. This Organization is exclusively for charitable, 
religious, educational and athletic purposes, including, for such purposes, the 
making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations 
under Section 501 c (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. Visit www.uissf.org. 
 
About The Crossroads Irish-American Festival 
The Crossroads Irish-American Festival is an annual literary and cultural festival 
in San Francisco that celebrates and explores the meaningful heritage of Irish-
Americans. This year, the Crossroads Festival will run from March 3-April 7, 
2012 and will take place in venues throughout the Bay Area. Visit: 
www.irishamericancrossroads.org 
 
About Steven Restivo Event Services, LLC 
Steven Restivo Event Services, LLC (SRES) has over Thirty years of experience 
producing many of the Bay Areas largest and most successful events. SRES, LLC 
produces the following festivals: San Francisco St. Patrick’s’ Day Parade and 
Festival, The Union Street Festival, Union Street Easter Parade & Spring 
Celebration, Petaluma’s Butter & Eggs Days Parade & Celebration, The Fillmore 
Jazz Festival, The North Beach Festival, San Rafael’s Food & Wine Festival, San 
Francisco’s Polk Street Blues Festival, Fiesta On the Hill (Bernal Heights), San 
Rafael’s Parade of Lights & Winter Wonderland, and many more. For more 
information visit: www.sresproductions.com. 
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San Francisco’s 161st Saint Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 

is March 17th 
  

Irish San Francisco Past, Present & Future  
 

WHAT: San Francisco’s 161st Saint Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 
The West Coast’s largest Irish event celebrating Irish history and 
culture 

 

WHEN and WHERE:  

Saturday, March 17, 2012 

10:00 am – 5:00 pm:  Saint Patrick’s Day Festival at Civic Center 

Plaza (at Grove and Polk Streets, San Francisco) 

11:30 am:  Parade Begins at the corner of 2nd and Market Streets  
 and will make its way to Civic Center Plaza 

 

TICKETS:  This event is free and open to the public 

 

INFO:  800-310-6563  

  Or visit  www.sresproductions.com or www.uissf.org 
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